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Creating And Working With Google Earth Quotations

Creating Google Earth Quotations
If you haven't done so, you first need to assign a GoogleEarth PD: DOCUMENTS / 
NEW / NEW GOOGLEEARTH PD. Then load the Google Earth PD by selecting it from 
the drop-down list. This loads Google Earth into the ATLAS.ti editor.

Open the Quotation Manager alongside the HU editor.

To create a new quotation, position Google Earth to whatever location you 
want, e. g. by entering a location in the FLY TO field or by selecting a location 
in the list of Places.

Double click to select the place where the quotation should be attached to. If 
you have selected a location from “My Places”, this is not necessary.

Next, click the Free Quotation button in the vertical toolbar left of the PD 
area or choose CREATE FREE QUOTATION from the Quotations menu.

The default name of the quotation is the name of the primary document, e. g.. 
“Google Earth”. In case you have selected a feature as quotation like a place 
from the list of saved places in Google Earth, the name of this place is used. In 
addition, the geographical reference is provided. 
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Figure 151: Enter or select a location to fly to
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Whether the PD name or the feature's name is used, can be set via TOOLS / 
PREFERENCES / GOOGLE EARTH PREFERENCES. Depending on your project needs, you 
may choose to rename the quotations. 

Activating Google Earth Quotations
In the first instance, you only see the newly created quotations within the 
Quotation Manager or in the drop down list. In order to see the information in 
Google Earth as well, the information needs to be transferred. Thus, the 
ATLAS.ti Google Earth PD needs to be “injected” into Google Earth. This is 
easily done by reloading the PD.

For the ATLAS.ti placemark in the GE document, the name of the quotation is 
used. In addition, you see the quotations in the Places Panel under Temporary 
Places on the left hand side.

To reload a PD, select it from the drop down list by holding down the Ctrl-
key. OR: select the menu option DOCUMENTS / MISCELLANEOUS /UPDATE 
GOOGLEEARTH PD.
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Figure 152: References for Google Earth quotations

Figure 153: The ATLAS.ti placemark shows the location of the quotation within the GE map



THE DATA LEVEL - BASIC FUNCTIONS 178

Displaying Google Earth Quotations
The hierarchy of the elements under temporary places in GE resembles the 
structure of the HU. At the top, you see an ATLAS.ti root folder for each HU in 
the session. Below this folder, the name of the HU is repeated and all its 
Google Earth PDs and quotations are created as GE features. If you write a 
comment for a GE quotation or document, it will be shown as well.

Clicking on a quotation’s placemark in GE will show a balloon description with 
meta information like its codes or memos. If you have written a comment for 
the GE quotation, it can be shown as well. 

Modifying Google Earth Quotations
To modify a quotation, select it in the Quotation Manager.

Double click on a new location where it should be moved to.

Select the “revise quotation” button from the vertical tool bar. Or select 
QUOTATIONS / MODIFY BOUNDARIES from the main menu.

Moving Around
By default traveling to another quotation is by flying. When you press the 
SHIFT key during a transfer, you are "tele-ported" to the other location 
directly. The default speed can be set via TOOLS / PREFERENCES / GOOGLE EARTH 
PREFERENCES. 
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Figure 154: Display of quotation comments in GE
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Extrusion – Display Quotations At Elevated Levels
Usually the placemark icons are fixed to the ground. For hilly environments or 
between large buildings you can raise the icon like a balloon to a certain height 
(in meters) above ground. The icon is always tied to the ground with a 
connecting line. You can set extrusion via TOOLS / PREFERENCES / GOOGLE EARTH 
PREFERENCES. 

Display A GE Quotation In Google Maps
If Google Earth is just too heavy, you may open a GE quotation in Google 
Maps instead.

Select a quotation, e. g. in the Quotation Manager.

From the Miscellaneous menu, select Open in Google Maps.

If you have created hyperlinks to Google Earth quotations, right click on the 
hyperlink and select the option Open in Google Maps.

This opens your Internet browser on the same location. However, you do not 
have tilt and heading. Currently, there is a fixed zoom factor for the Google 
Map view.

Import Google Earth Quotations
If KM* files include placemark features, these can be imported as quotations. 
The meta information that was inserted into the placemark is inserted into the 
quotation comment field in ATLAS.ti. The default setting is to import 
placemarks during the process of assigning a KML / KMZ file as primary 
document. This can be configured in the GE Preferences window.

Assign a KML or KMZ file as primary document (DOCUMENTS / MISCE / ASSIGN).

Currently, KML and KMZ files have to be created in GoogleEarth. If you have 
created them elsewhere, open them in GoogleEarth and save them again. Then 
assign them.

Next, select DOCUMENTS/ MISCELLANEOUS / IMPORT QUOTATIONS FROM KMZ/KML 
from the main menu.

Create Graphical Snapshot PDs
The images provided by Google Earth are not stable. They may change over 
time. When views are changed is not known to the regular user. Thus, 
although positions on earth are stable, the views are not. 

A new set of aerial and satellite images may yield a whole different set of 
details. This makes making snapshots from a current view a practical thing. 
Furthermore you can code detailed sections within a graphical PD. Such PDs do 
not require Google Earth to be installed.
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Position Google Earth to the desired view either manually or by selecting a 
GE quotation.

Resize the GE window to the desired size. The content you see will be used 
for the PD. Only the main area is used, the side bar title etc. are ignored.

Configure all needed layers. 

From the drop down Add button or the main Documents menu, select New 
GoogleEearth Snapshot PD.

A new PD is created. The naming convention is as follows: 

If selecting a quotation in the Quotation Manager and creating a snapshot 
based on that view, the name for the PD will be Google Earth SN (SN for 
Snapshot).

 If selecting a quotation from the Google Earth sub tree in the Places Panel, the 
name that is shown there is used with the prefix GESN:. 

Thus, if you have given your quotation a unique name and want to use it as 
name for your PD snapshot, then it might be preferable to select the quotation 
from the Places Panel. If you prefer neither of the two standard options, you 
can always rename the newly created snapshot PD.

The source files for the snapshot PDs are jpg; they are stored in the same folder 
as the HU and their name starts with GES plus a two digit letter/number 
combination.

This feature is only available if GE has already been started. - Repeated 
entries: If you close ATLAS.ti and restart while GE is still open, GE creates a 
new feature hierarchy for each HU. You can either manually remove the 
feature tree from the GE places panel or close it and let ATLAS.ti start it for 
you by loading a Google Earth PD..

Deleting Quotations

Quotations can be deleted. Of course, nothing is removed from the primary 
document’s data source. 

Deleting a quotation affects only its references. "Free" quotations are deleted 
silently. However, if references to codes, quotations, or memos exist, you are 
prompted for confirmation.

The option to delete quotations is available in a number of different places: the 
main menu, the Quotation Manager (QUOTATIONS / DELETE), the HU Explorer, and 
the margin area. To delete a quotation in the margin area, right click on the 
quotation bar and select the option DELETE. 
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