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Network Views As Graphical Tables Of Contents

If you use graphical PDs, you can use Network Views to display "thumbnails" 
(small-sized copies) of these PDs. See for example Figure 287.

Create a new Network View by choosing NETWORKS / NEW NETWORK VIEW from 
the HU Editor's main menu.

Import some graphical PDs (see “ Nodes”).

From the Network Editor menu, choose DISPLAY / FULL IMAGE FOR PDS.

Rearrange the nodes in the Network View and save the network view.

You can configure the size of the thumbnails:

In the network view editor, select SPECIALS / PREFERENCES, tab: Nodes. The 
standard width is set to 200.

Change the width and click Apply. Close the Network Preferences window.

Hypertext

A network with text (or other media) as nodes is often referred to as a 
hypertext. The original sequential text is de-linearized, broken down into pieces 
that are then reconnected, making it possible to traverse from one piece of 
data to another piece of data regardless of their original positions.

The procedures described so far have focused on the creation of code 
networks. Direct linking of data-segments (quotations) to other data-segments 
offers similar flexibility in choosing and defining relations. Almost all of the 
editing functions described for code networks can also be used when 
connecting two or more quotations. 

Code-code and quote-quote links are the only types of network 
connections that allow you to assign a name to the connection that appears 
on the line or arrow that runs between the objects. 
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Representing The “Rhetoric Of Text”
While a code offers fast access to sets of data segments, it defines only a  
simple relation between them, namely equivalence.

Hyperlinks, which directly relate data segments, express more differentiated 
relationships between quotations: contradiction, support, illustration, etc.

No code is needed to connect quotation Q1 with one that it contradicts (Q2).

Cross-references between text passages are very common even in conventional 
media like books - just think of religious and juridical texts, literature, journals 
etc. Footnotes and endnotes are another common deviation from the pure 
linearity of sequential text. However, in conventional media, not much 
navigational support is provided for "traversing" between the pieces of data 
that reference each other. 

Computer-related hypertext applications include, for example, online help 
systems that display operational information in suitable small chunks (compared 
to lengthy printed information), but with a considerable amount of linkage to 
other pieces of information. A well-known hypermedia structure is the World 
Wide Web with its textual, graphical and other multimedia information 
distributed world-wide.

Benefits Of Hypertext
What are the advantages of direct connections between text segments, 
compared to the traditional procedures of qualitative text analysis? 

What Codes Cannot Do

Maybe we should ask a different question first: How can you express that 
statement X in text A contradicts statement Y in text B, or how can you retrieve 
all contradictory statements of a specific utterance if all you have is codes and 
their associations with the data?

The "code & retrieve" paradigm, which is so prevalent for many systems 
supporting the qualitative researcher, is not adequate for certain types of 
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analysis. In formal terms, attaching codes to chunks of data creates named sets 
of segments with almost no internal structure. This is not to say that 
partitioning lots of text segments into sets is not useful. On the contrary, 
classification leads to manageable amounts of segments that later can be 
retrieved with the help of the attached code words. But this may not be the 
only way you want to look at your data. 

The concept of hypertext introduces explicit relations between passages. These 
links have to be built manually and result from an intellectual effort. The system 
cannot decide for you that segment x is in contradiction to segment y. But after 
the work of establishing the links, you can make semantically richer retrievals: 
"Show statements contrary to statement x." Hypertext allows you to create 
different paths through the data you are analyzing. For example, you may 
create a time line different from the strict sequence of the original text.

Graphical Hyperlink Maps

ATLAS.ti incorporates procedures for creating and browsing hypertext 
structures. It allows for two or more quotations being connected using named 
relations. Further, you can create graphical maps (using Network Views) to 
make parts of your hyperspace accessible in a comfortable way. Hyperlinks may 
connect quotations (textual, graphical, multimedia) across documents (inter-
textual links) or may link segments within the same primary document (intra-
textual links). The natural boundary for hyperlinks, like all structures in 
ATLAS.ti, is the Hermeneutic Unit. 

The hypertext Network View to the right displays quotations in maximum 
"verbosity" set to "full text." Other node types can also be included in the 
Network View, like the memo in the upper left corner.
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General Procedures

STAR OR CHAIN CONNECTIONS

When linking quotations, you have the option to create a “chain”, a “star” or 
a combination of both. Below, a chain and star connection are illustrated.

When creating this chain, the quotation 2:3 served as a source quotation and 
was linked to the target quotation 3:5. In order to continue the chain, the 
target quotation 3,5 became the source quotation and was linked to the new 
target quotation 8:7..

A hyperlink star connects many quotations from one source quotation: 
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Figure 310: A hyperlink chain
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When creating a star, there is one source quotation and multiple target 
quotations. In the above example, the source quotation is 8:6, which is linked 
to five target quotations via a number of different relations.

Hyperlinks In The Quotation Manager

All hyper-linked quotations can easily be recognized in the Quotation Manager. 
All source quotations are marked with an opening angle bracket <, all target 
quotations with a closing bracket >. If a quotation is both, source and target (as 
the case when creating chains), then both brackets are used as prefix <>.
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Hyperlinks In The Margin Area

When working with hyperlinks, it is advisable to set the margin display options 
as follows: 

To open this context menu, right click on a blank space in the margin area.

Creating Hyperlinks
ATLAS.ti offers a variety of options for creating and traversing hypertext links. 
Similar to the linking of codes, you may create hyperlinks in a the Network 
View editor (see “Linking Nodes“). In addition, hypertext links can be created 
"in context", or via Drag & Drag in the Quotation Manager and in the margin 
area.

Creating Hyperlinks Using The Context Menu

TO CREATE A CHAIN:

Select a data segment as source or an already existing quotation.

Right click on the selection or the quotation and select the option CREATE LINK 
SOURCE from the context menu. Alternatively, you can click on the Source 
Anchor button in the primary document toolbar.

Select a target segment or an existing quotation as target, right click and 
select the option CREATE LINK TARGET from the context menu. Alternatively, you 
can click on the Source Anchor button in the primary document toolbar.

If you select a data segment as source or target that was not yet a 
quotation, ATLAS.ti automatically creates a quotation from it.

A list of relation pops up. Select a relation to link the two selected quotations. 
If none of the existing relations fit, create a new relation by selecting OPEN 
RELATION EDITOR (see “How to create new relations“).
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Next, select the option CHAIN: ….. to link a next data segment to the current 
target quotation. 

Select QUIT LINKING to end the chain.

TO CREATE A STAR:

Proceed as explained above “To create a chain:“, but select the option Star: 
Leave x:x as source. Then the next quotation is linked to the current source 
quotation. For your information, the quotation IDs for the current source and 
target quotations are listed in the menu.

Creating Hyperlinks In The Quotation Manager

This method can be applied to connect one or more existing quotations to one 
target quotation.
• Select one or more source quotations in the Quotation Manager (multiple 

selections can be done in the standard way).
• Hold down the left mouse button and drag the quotation(s) to a target 

quotation in the Quotation Manager. 
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Figure 314: Select a relation to link  
the source with the target quotation

Figure 315: Select "Chain: Set target x:x as source" to link  
another quotation to the current target quotation
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• Release the left mouse button. The Relation menu opens and you can 
specify the relation to be used for the hyperlinks.

• The new hyperlinks are then created.

Creating Hyperlinks In Margin Area

Like the method described above, creating hyperlinks in the margin area is best 
suitable for connecting two quotations that are in close proximity to each 
other.

Select a quotation bar in the margin area.

Hold down the left mouse button and drag the bar onto another quotation 
bar. 

Release the left mouse button. The Relation menu opens. Select a relation. 
The linking procedure ends here.

Dropping a bar onto another quotation displayed alongside a bar, replaces 
the existing hyperlink. 

Utilizing The Multi-Document View For Hyperlinking

The multi-document view makes it easy to set hyperlinks. 

Load two documents side-by-side.

Left click a quotation bar in the active region, drag the mouse to a quotation 
bar in the same or a neighboring region, release the left mouse button and 
select a relation (see Figure 317 below).
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Figure 316: Select quotations, drag and click target quotation in the Quotation Manager
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If you double-click on a hyperlink, a window pops up providing information on 
the linked quotation and you can click inside to visit this quotation. Or use the 
short-cut Ctrl + double-click to immediately jump to the linked quotation. 
ATLAS.ti  loads the document containing the linked quotation into the 
neighboring region and you can view the linked segments side-by-side (see 
also “Traversing Hyperlinks.”

Modifying Hyperlinks

There are two place to modify existing hyperlinks, the Network Editor and the 
Hyperlink Manager (see “Link Management”). 

TO MODIFY LINKS IN THE NETWORK EDITOR

Open a network view on a hyperlinked quotation (e. g., by right clicking on a 
quotation and then selecting the option OPEN NETWORK VIEW from the context 
menu).

In the Network Editor, right click on a link label and select CHANGE RELATION 
from the context menu.

The relation menu pops up. Select a different relation.

Defining New Hyperlink Relations

The procedure for defining or editing hypertext relations is equivalent to the 
methods described for editing code-code relations. You may either define a 
new relation by choosing the bottom option from the list of relations when 
actually creating a link, or you may use a hyper-links relation editor, that is 
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Figure 317: Creating hyperlinks across regions
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identical to the code-code relations editor (see “How to create new relations“). 
Newly defined or edited relations must also be saved to disk. 

Traversing Hyperlinks
Media-type quotations can be distinguished easily by their icons. These icons 
may be used in the margin area, the Object Manager, the HU Explorer, the 
Crawler, and in Network Views. The figure below shows the media types of 
hyperlinked quotations in the margin. From top to bottom these are: text, 
video, audio, image and Google Earth hyperlinks.

TO TRAVERSE HYPERTEXT LINKS USING THE MARGIN AREA

Switch on the margin area.

If needed, open up the properties context menu in the margin area and 
select OBJECT TYPES / HYPER-LINKS.

Double-click a hyperlink displayed in the margin. The quotation to the left of 
the margin area is highlighted and a pop-up window displays the hyperlink's 
contents.
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Figure 318: Media types for hyperlinks
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Figure 319: Traversing hyperlinks
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To display the hyperlink in context, click into the pop-up window. Clicking 
outside the pop-up window cancels the process.

You can also use the short-cut Ctrl + double-click to immediately jump to 
the linked quotation.

Useful Options For Hyperlinks And Quotations In The Network 
View Editor

To move to the text of a quotation that appears in a network, right click over 
the quotation node and choose DISPLAY IN CONTEXT. You are moved to the section 
of the Primary Document where the quotation resides.

TO IMPORT THE NEIGHBORS OF A QUOTATION

The Network Editor lets you import the neighbors of selected nodes by 
choosing IMPORT NEIGHBORS from the Network Editor's NODE menu (see 
description in section “Import Node Neighbors”). Importing the neighbors of a 
quotation, that is part of a hypertext, not only retrieves linked objects of type 
"quotations" but also yields all codes, memos and other quotations directly 
connected to it. 

To reduce clutter by only importing neighbors that are quotations, and not 
codes, memos or documents, hold down the CTRL key when selecting the 
option from the Network Editor's menu. If you want the neighbors of only 
one quotation imported, open the context menu of this quotation and 
choose IMPORT NEIGHBORS.

The Hyper-Link Manager

The Hyper-Link Manager works exactly like the Code-Link Manager, only that 
it is populated by hyperlinks. 
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When double clicking a link a pop-up menu is shown. You can choose to 
display the source or target quotation. The content of the linked quotation is 
then shown in a pale yellow window. If you click into this window, the linked 
quotation is shown in context.

Use the XML Explorer to create a report of your hyperlinks (see “Working
with Style Sheets.”

CREATING NEW RELATIONS FOR HYPERLINKS

The Relation Editor has already been discussed in the context of code-code 
links (see “The Relation Editors“). The relation editor window for hyperlinks 
looks the same and can be handled in the same way as the relation editor for 
code-code relations. It only displays a different set of relations. To open it, 
select NETWORKS / EDIT RELEATIONS  / HYPERLINK RELATIONS from the main menu.

Editing Hyperlink Comments

The links between quotations use fully qualified relations, like the links between 
codes and unlike the simple association between a code and a quotation. As 
“first-class” objects, these links can be assigned a dedicated comment.

Such a comment could explain why quotation A has been linked to quotation 
B. Link comments can be accessed, displayed and edited from three locations: 
the margin area, the Hyperlink Manager and the Network Editor.

The margin area has the advantage that it is readily available during scrolling 
through the primary documents. The Network Editor method offers a visual 
approach to accomplishing this goal. Create a network view of the hypertext 
nodes to facilitate this process.
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TO EDIT A HYPERTEXT LINK COMMENT USING THE MARGIN AREA

Switch the margin area on. If not already selected, open up the properties 
context menu in the margin area and select OBJECT TYPES / HYPERLINKS.

Pop-up the context menu for a hyper link displayed in the margin. The 
quotation inside the primary document pane is highlighted at the same time. 

Choose EDIT LINK COMMENT.

TO EDIT A HYPERTEXT LINK COMMENT USING THE HYPERLINK MANAGER

Open the Hyperlink Manager via NETWORKS / HYPER-LINK MANAGER from the HU 
Editor’s main menu.

Select a hyperlink.

Edit the comment in text pane below the link list, or open a text editor by 
clicking the Editor button.
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Figure 321: Commenting on a link
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TO EDIT A HYPERTEXT LINK COMMENT USING THE NETWORK EDITOR

Open a Network Editor on a quotation establishing one end of the hypertext 
link.

Move the mouse pointer onto the link between two quotations and open the 
context menu with a right mouse button click.

Choose EDIT COMMENT.
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Figure 322: Writing, viewing or editing a hyperlink comment in the Hyperlink Manager

Figure 323: Editing a hyperlink comment in a network view editor


